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Travelers, join correspondents
William M. Larsha, Jr. and
Ashley Braun in their sports
coverage of University of
Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Southern Heritage FedEx
St.Jude Golf Classic, and
much, much more on The Mid-
South Tribune and the Black
Information Highway at

www.blackinformation
highway . c om

Welcome, Travelers!

Celebrating Our 25th Anniversary
Memphis Grizzlies add Sonia
Raman as new assistant coach

Former NFL star Herschel
Walker cuts spot in support 
of President Donald Trump MEMPHIS, TN. – The Mem-

phis Grizzlies on September 11
announced the team has added
Sonia Raman as assistant coach.
Raman comes to Memphis fol-
lowing 12 seasons (2008-20) as
the head women’s basketball
coach at Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. The Engineers
enjoyed unprecedented success
under Raman, winning the pro-
gram’s first two New England
Women’s and Men’s Athletic
Conference (NEWMAC) cham-
pionships (2018, 2019) and
reaching the championship game

in 2020.
Raman’s tenure also produced

two NCAA Tournament berths
for the program, while the Engi-

neers compiled a 91-45 record
(.669) in her final five seasons.
Following her first season in
2008-09, MIT’s record improved
in each of the next five seasons.
Eighteen of Raman’s student-
athletes earned NEWMAC All-
Conference accolades, including
four Rookie of the Year awards.
She also had four seniors se-
lected to participate in the New
England Women’s Basketball
Association Senior Classic.
“I’m thrilled to have the oppor-

tunity to be part of the Memphis

Titans Take on Jaguars at Home
see sports page 4

***
Grizzlies’ Morant and Clarke on
NBA All-Rookie 1st Team

see sports page 4
***

TN Dept. of  Safety & Homeland
Security Honors 1st Responders. 

see sports/military 2
***

Pres. Trump Honors Sgt. Major
John Payne

see sports/military 2

UofM athletic dept. partners with
WMC Action News 5 to produce
AAC games as part of ESPN deal 

Recently, President Donald
Trump's re-election campaign
launched a new radio ad airing
on radio stations in urban mar-
kets featuring testimonials from
Heisman Trophy winner and for-
mer NFL star Herschel Walker
and Georgia State Representative
Vernon Jones (D). 
Jones, although a Democrat, ear-
lier denounced the Democrat
Party, indicating the party has
taken the Black vote for granted,
and pointing out various pro-
grams the President has intro-
duced from the First Step
initiative prison reform initiative
to funding of HBCUs.
Some Other reasons for the radio

NEW YORK,  /PRNewswire/ --
On Sept. 10, a group of esteemed
sports business executives have
united to launch a first-of-its-
kind, industry-wide, and mis-
sion-driven community called
Pro Sports Assembly ("The As-
sembly") - a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion for people who work in
professional sports which aims
by 2030 to achieve parity in op-
portunity, pay and leadership
amongst its workforce.
Designed to keep leagues, teams
and unions both knowledgeable
and accountable for delivering an
equitable and profitable future in
professional sports organizations
– The Assembly is a member-led

Please see sports page 4

Leaders across sports teams, leagues and
unions come to launch Pro Sports Assembly

and urban campaign were:. 
• Herschel Walker and Vernon
Jones endorse President Trump's
successful record of uplifting the
Black community and contrast
that with Joe Biden's 47-year his-
tory of broken promises and
empty talk.  
•President Trump has worked to
deliver school choice, criminal
justice reform, and economic
empowerment for Black Ameri-
cans, while Joe Biden offers
more of the same liberal agenda
that has failed the Black commu-
nity for decades.  
•This new urban radio ad is part

Please see sports-ent. 5

community that challenges its in-
dustry to advance diverse and in-
clusive leadership. It believes
that by developing cultural and
gender intelligence, as well as
setting best practices of steward-
ship, mentorship and allyship,
professional sports properties can
drive innovation, bolster finan-
cial performance, capture new
markets and increase brand loy-
alty. The Assembly is aggressive
in its vision and stance to create
the future of its industry through
the #PowerofProSports.
"We are united in game plan, and
diverse in council," says Shareef
Abdur-Rahim, President of NBA
G League and Founding Advi-

sory Board Member of The As-
sembly. "We organized our
Founding Boards to represent the
diversity that our industry-at-
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Sonia Raman

MEMPHIS – The University of
Memphis Athletic Department
announced an agreement with
local television station WMC Ac-
tion News 5 to produce games as
part of the new American Ath-
letic Conference national televi-
sion agreement with ESPN.
"I am thrilled that we can list the
University of Memphis as a part-
ner in this effort," said WMC Ac-
tion News 5 General Manager
Jonathan Mitchell. "We can't wait
to help bring the University of
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Memphis brand to the entire na-
tion."
The television rights deal re-

quires each of the member insti-
tutions to produce all men's and
women's basketball home games
not selected for national distribu-
tion, plus an additional number
of games featuring baseball, soft-
ball, volleyball and men's and
women's soccer. All home foot-
ball games will be produced di-
rectly by ESPN.


